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REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Claims 1 -7, 9-16, 1 9-27, 29-46. 68, and 69 are currently pending in the present 
application. Claims 8. 17, 1 8, 28, and 47-66 have been canceled without prejudice or disclaimer 
of the subject matter claimed therein. 

Claims 1,2,4, 1 9-2 1 , 24, 25, 29-3 1 , and 34 have been amended. Representati ve support 
for amendments to the claims can be found in original claims 1 , 2, 4, 1 7, 21 , and 28. 

Claims 68-71 are new, and representative support can be found in original claims 1, 2, 
19, 24, and 28. 

These claims do not introduce prohibited new matter and do not introduce new issues 
requiring further search and consideration. 

Declaration 

The Office Action alleges that the supplemental declaration submitted on January 4, 
2008, changes the name of one or more inventors without a proper petition and required fee. The 
Office Action also alleges that the instant application is a Continuation-ln-Part of the parent 
application and therefore requires another new oath or declaration because the supplemental 
declaration submitted on January 4, 2008, is not proper. 

Applicants respectfully point out that the supplemental declaration, submitted on January 
4, 2008, does not change the name of any inventors because "Alyce Linthurst" is Mrs. Alyce 
Linthurst Jones' maiden name. Although her name is typed out as "Alyce Linhurst" on the 
declaration submitted in the parent application (09/660,422, now U.S. Patent 6,743,574), she 
formally signed both the original declaration submitted in the parent application and the 
declaration submitted on January 4, 2008, as "Alyce Linthurst Jones" (see attached declarations). 
Accordingly, the supplemental declaration submitted on January 4, 2008, is proper. 

Moreover, the supplemental declaration, submitted on January 4, 2008, is a new 
declaration containing all the inventors' signatures. Thus, it is respectfully requested that the 
objection to the declaration as being defective be withdrawn. 
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Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. $ 1 12 

Claims 1-7, 9-16, 19-27, 29-46 and 67 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Applicants have amended claims 1, 2, 4, and 29-31 as suggested by the Examiner. 
Applicants respectfully request that this rejection be withdrawn, in view of the amendments. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

A. Claims 1-4, 12-16, 19-27, 29-46, and 67 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,376,244 (Atala), in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,024,735 (Wolfinbarger '735). 

B. Claims 1-7, 9-16. 19-27, 29-46, and 67 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Atala, in view of Wolfinbarger '735, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,432,712 (Wolfinbarger '712). 

Atala, does not teach each of the steps of the claimed method. In particular, the method 
of Atala does not disclose the use of a storage solution comprising a water replacement agent. 

The Office Action incorrectly contends that "distilled water, physiological buffer and 
culture media are considered to read on water replacement agents." As described in original 
claim 21, a water replacement agent is an agent that "replaces water in the base matrix structure 
of soft tissue and provides the hydrating functions of water in the tissue." 

Neither Wolfinbarger '735 nor Wolfinbarger '712 individually or together overcomes the 
deficiencies of Atala because Wolfinbarger '735, and Wolfinbarger '712 also do not disclose 
such an agent and do not teach storing a washed extracted tissue in a storage solution comprising 
a water replacement agent as in the claimed invention. Accordingly. Atala, Wolfinbarger '735, 
and Wolfinbarger '712 taken alone or together do not render the claimed invention obvious. 

Applicants respectfully request that the rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
be withdrawn. 



Conclusion 

The foregoing amendments and remarks are being made to place the application in 
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condition for allowance. Applicants respectfully request entry of the amendments, 
reconsideration, and the timely allowance of the pending claims. A favorable action is awaited. 
Should an interview be helpful to further prosecution of this application, the Examiner is invited 
to telephone the undersigned. 

If there are any additional fees due in connection with the filing of this response, please 
charge the fees to our Deposit Account No. 50-0310. If a fee is required for an extension of time 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 36 not accounted for above, such an extension is requested and the fee 
should also be charged to our Deposit Account. 



Respectfully submitted, 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 



/Sally Teng/ 



Date: May 12, 2009 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 

Customer No. 09629 

Ull Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20004 



Sally P. Teng 
Registration No. 45,397 



Tel: 202-739-3000 
Fax: 202-739-5734 
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LN.028 



>i^ffc¥^#Attorney For PaternAoplication 
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As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name, 

I believe ! am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, 
first and joint inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought on the invention entitled 

the specification of which 

(check one) 

□ is attached hereto. 

SI was filed on September 12, 2QQQ as United States Application No. or PCT International 

Application Number 09/660,422 

and was amended on 



t hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above identified specification, 
including the claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark Office all information 
known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 
Section 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, Section 119(a)-(d) or 
Section 365(b) of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate, or Section 365(a) of 
any PCT International application which designated at least one country other than the United 
States, listed below and have also identified below, by checking the box, any foreign application for 
patent or inventor's certificate or PCT international application having a filing date before that of the 
application on which priority is claimed. 

Prior Foreign Application(s) Priority Not Claimed 



(if applicable) 



□ 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Day/Monlh/Year Filed) 



□ 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 



□ 



(Number) 



(Country) 



(Day/Month/Year Filed) 
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I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U.S.C. Section 119(e) of any United States provisional 



(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Oate) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 



I hereby claim the benefit under 35 U. S. C. Section 120 of any United States application(s), or 
Section 365(c) of any PCT Internationa! application designating the United States, listed below and, 
insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior 
United States or PCT International application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. Section 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office all information known to me to be material to patentability as defined in Title 37, C. F. R. ( 
Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date of the prior application and the national 
or PCT International filing date of this application: 



(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Date) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 


(Application Serial No.) 


(Filing Dale) 


(Status) 






(patented, pending, abandoned) 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these statements 
were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by 
fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 
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POWER OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor. ! hereby appoint the following attomey{s) and/or 
agent(s) to prosecute this application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office 
connected therewith, (list name and registration number) 
Susanne M. Hopkins, Esq. 
Reg. No: 33,247 



Send Correspondence to: Susanne M - Hopkins, Esq. 

LIFENET 

7101 Bioomsbury Lane 

Spotsylvania, V A 22553 

Direct Telephone Calls to: (name and telephone number) 
Susanne M. Hopkins, Esq., Phone: (540) 834-0000; Fax: (540) 710-9377 



Pull name of sole of first Inventor 
Lloyd Wolfinbarger, Jr. 




Date 



Residana 

1509 <jjg£ar Lane , Norf olk, Virginia 23508 

Citizenship ~— — — 

USA 

Post Office Address 
same as above 



Full name of second inventor, if any 
Perry Lange 



tor's signature 



Date 

il/jBo/* 

_ 1073 Country Mill Rrjtd, Virginia Beac h, Virginia 23454 

Citizenship ~~~ — - — - — — — 

USA 



Post Office Address 
same as above 
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Fu3 name of third Inverter. If any 
Alyce Linbjirst ^ 5 






Thir^^^^r^^^^^^^ 







Residence / jfVS 
1209 Sir George Cirtle,^ 


^gitiia Beach, Virginia 23452 


Olp^s^ 


Citizenship / 
USA / 


Post Office Address 

same as above fit' 


:v-.|M . 




Fuil name of fourth Irrwsntor.lf any 
Eric Moore . 



24509^ilicr taw, Carrolton, Virginia, 23314 



Date 



Citizenship 
USA 



Post Office Address 
same as above 



Full name of fifth Inventor, If eny 

Barry Nolf ' 

Fifth Inventor's signature 



Residence 

5036 Jakeman Street, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23. 




CIlizeriBhip 

USA 

Post Office Address 
same as above 




/-.. Sixth inventors signature 



Full name of sfacth inventor, If any 



Citizenship 



v Post Office Address 
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COMBINED DECLARATION FOR PATENT APPLICATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office , 

| ATTORNEY POCKET NO.: 067949-501 9-0 i 

As a below named inventor, 1 hereby declaie that: 



My residence, post office address and citizenship are as staled below next to my name, 

I believe ! am the original, first and solo inventor (if onty one nam* is listed below) or an original, first and joint inventor (if 
plural names are iisted below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

PROCESS FOR DEVITALIZING SOFT-TISSUE ENGINEERED MEDICAL IMPLANTS, AND DEVITALISED 
SOFT-TISSUE MEDICAL IMPLANTS PRODUCED 

The specification of which: 
is attached hereto; or 

was filed as United States application Serial No. 10/694.J1Q on October 28. 2003 and was amended on (if applicable); or 

was filed ms PCT international application Number on and was amended under PCT Article 19 

On (if applicable). 



1 hereby state thai I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as 
amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose to the U-S. Patent and Trademark Office information which is material to the patentability of 
claims presented in mis application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations Section 1 .56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United Stales Code, Section 1 I9(a)*(d) or Section 365(b) of any foreign 
app)ication(s) for patent or inventor's certificate or Section 365(a) of any PCT international applications) designating at least one 
country other than the United States of America listed below and have also identified below any foreign *ppticarions(s) for patent 
or investor's certificate or any PCT international applicaiion(s) designating at least one country other than the United States of 
America filed by me on the same subject matter having s filing dRte before that of the application^) of which priority is claimed. 



PRIOR FOREIGN APPUCATTON(S): 



COUNTRY 
(if PCT, indicate PCD 


APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 


PRIORITY CLAIMED 








□ Yes FJNO 








O Yes □ No 








□ Yes D No 








□ Yes DNo 
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Combined Declaration for Patent Application and Power of Attorney - (Continued) 
(includes Reference to PCT Intemationai Applications) 
_ ATTORNEY DOCKET NO: 067949-501 9-0 i 



I hereby claim this benefits under Title 35, United Sates Code Section 1 19(e) of any United Slates provisional 
application® listed below. 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATIONS 



U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NO. 



U.S. FILING DATE: 



I hereby claim the benefit under Title 33, United States Code, Section 120 of any United States appiieation(s) or 
Section 365(c) of any PCT international application(s) designating the United States of America that is/are listed 
below and, insofar as die subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in that/those prior 
application^) in the manner provided by die first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, Section 112, 1 
acknowledge the duty to disclose to.the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office all information known to me to be 
material to the patentability of claims presented in this application in accordance with Title 37, Code of federal 
Regulations, Section 1.56 which became available between the filing date ofihc prior applications) and the 
national or PCT international filing data of this application: 



PRIOR U.S. APPLICATIONS OR PCT INTERNATIONAL APPLICATIONS DESIGNATING THE U.S. FOR 
BENEFIT: . 



U.S. OK PCT IN TERNATIONAL 
APPLICATIONS 



STATUS (Check One) 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



PENDING 



ABAN DONED 



09/660,422 



09/12/2000 



~LT 



□ 



TT 



ff 



5 



POWER. OF ATTORNEY: As a named inventor, J hereby appoint the registered practitioners of Morgan, Lewis & 
Bockius LLP included in the Customer Number provided boJow to prosecute this application and to transact all 
business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith, and direct thai all correspondence be addressed 
ia that Customer Number. 

Customer Numbcn 09629 



Direct Telephone Calls To: 



202-739-3000 
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~ ' Combined Declaration for Patent Application and Power of Attorney - {Continued) 

(includes Reference to PCX International AppHcations) 
ATTORNEY DOCKET NO; 067949-5019-01 


FULL NAME OF SOLE OK 
FIRST INVENTOR 


Lloyd Wolfinberger. jr. 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


Norfolk, Virginia 


COUNTRY OF 
CITIZENSHIP 

United States ef America 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


1509 Cedar Lane, Norfolk, Viginia 23508 


SOLE OR FIRST INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE 


DATE 


FCLLNAMHOF 
SECOND JHwENTOR 


Perry Lange 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 


Virginia Beach, Virginia 


COUNTRY OF 
CITIZENSHIP 

United States of Am erica 


POST OFFICE 
ADDRESS 


1073 Country Mill Road, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23454 


SECOND INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE 


DATE . 


I'ULL NAME OF^UflRD 
INVENTOR 


Ai'yce Ltnthurst-Jont:s 


RKSIDKNCK& 
CITIZENSHIP 


Virginia Beach, Virginia 


COUNTRY OF 
CITIZENSHIP 

United Slates of America 


POST OFFICE 

ADDRESS^ f ^ /j? 


}20«ir6«*gf*Giwte, Virginia Beach, Viriinia -3345a £y< ^ ' 


THIRDj^^n'OR^J^W^rURE 





Page 3 of 4 

!-WA08i95t».l 



12/12/07 15:4$ FAX 7576094367 



LIFENET HEALTH R&D 



-> JACK KATNEY 



©006 



FULL NAME OF FOURTH 
INVENTOR 


Eric Moore 


RHS1DENCB& 
CITIZENS! IIP 


Carroiteo, Virginia 


COUNTRY Oi- 
CITIZENSHIP 

United States of America 


HOST OFFICE- 
ADDRESS 




FOURTH INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE / 


date , / 


FULL NA-MK OF ^ 
FIFTH INVENTOR 


Barry NoSf 


RESIDENCE & 
CITIZENSHIP 




COUNTRY OF 
CITIZENSHIP 

United States of America 


POST OFl'ICK 
ADDRESS 




FIFTH INVENTOR'S SIGNATURE 


4^ 


DATE 



tfeing ;of Inveiwrgfeltirinued on attached page(s): □ Yes g No 
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